
by air freed from germs of the disease. The exhaust air from
the building is also on its way outward purified by heat.

In the halls through which the building is entered an extra
pressure of air is maintained, so that a strong blast from within
prevents the entrance of the circumambient air when the doors
are momentarily opened. It would be necessary, of course, in
extemporizing such a sanitarium, that plants already erected
and offering facilities for the contemplated arrangements
should be pressed into service. Thus, gas works would be
available for supplying heated air ; and a manufactory of ice,
or a cold storage warehouse, could be utilized for refrigerating
it. John Bartlett, M.D.

Philadelphia County Medical Society.
Philadelphia, Sept. 25, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Willyou kindly announce on behalf of the
Philadelphia County Medical Society that I have a consider-
able number of volumes of Transactions of the Medical
Society of the State of Pennsylvania from 1889 to 1894, and
some earlier ones in not perfect condition, which I shall be
glad to furnish any one who will apply in person, or forward
to any one who will accompany his application with the cost
of packing and transportation, about 25 cents by mail.

Respectfully, Augustus A. Eshner, M. D.
Chairman Publication Committee.

224 S. Sixteenth St.

A Department of Public Health.
Amite City, La., Oct. 3, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Theurgent need for a Department of Pub-
lic Health comes prominently to the front in this section of the
country.

Arbitrary and irrational quarantine methods are the rule,
frequently enforced by the persuasive shotgun, travel and traffic
are interfered with, the mails are delayed or stopped altogether,
running of trains upon trunk lines hampered, and every incon-
venience imposed that the ingenuity of frightened people can

devise.
Quarantine and safety would both be made sure, the needs

of commerce and the general public alike protected, and the
losses minimized, if all interests centered in a Department of
Public Health, instead of allowing each community to regu-
late such matters for itself.

From a shut-in center, with all kinds of quarantine on all
sides, I certainly echo your sentiments, let us have a Depart-
ment of Public Health. Yours truly,

C. S. Stewart, M.D.

SOCIETY NEWS.
Detroit Medical and Library Association.\p=m-\Atthe regular meet-

ing of the Detroit Medical and Library Association September
13, Dr. Andrew P. Biddle read an interesting paper on "Some
Common Types of Germ Dermatoses," in which he took up
some of the common skin diseases that owed their existence to
micro organisms and in which the bacteriologists made the
diagnosis and the clinicians with their practical therapeutics
proved the correctness of the etiologic factor. The author
dwelt upon the subdivision of the schizomycetes, naming as the
factors in the causation of some of the diseases, the micrococci
and the bacilli, especially the former, the streptococcus pyo-
genes and staphylococcus pyogenes aureus, and also taking the
stand that we suspect a microbic origin in eczema, psoriasis,
pemphigus, etc. The requirement of a suitable soil for the
developing of micro organisms was first mentioned and then
the clinical difference in different cut aneous diseases which are

produced by their surroundings and accidental causes was

touched upon, and the boil and carbuncle were cited. These,

it was stated, were due to the presence of the staphylococcus
pyogenes aureus ; that both have an active local inflammation
of more or less intensity, resulting in the formation of a core,
and that they both produce a systemic disturbance due to the
auto intoxication. It was also stated that the difference was
caused by the different situations of the two lesions ; that the
carbuncle invaded tissue that was less elastic, that the exit of
the pus was more difficult and that the fertile soil of patients
suffering from diabetic and other trouble in which carbuncle
was often found, made it more easy for the propagation of the
micro-organism. He showed that micro organisms were to be
found around the invaded area of boils, and illustrated the
same by citing a case in which, after the partial disappearance
of a boil a second one appeared. The first one being one of
considerable annoyance, both local and constitutional, to the
patient ; the doctor excised the second with the result that
the local and constitutional trouble was cut short. The Doc¬
tor gave the history of some cases that came under his care in
the Children's Free Hospital, in which on the parts sub¬
ject to exposure to infection, as the hands, the face and the
buttocks, there was found a condition of pustulo-crustaceous
eruption, to which the Doctor was unable to give a categoric
name. There was a number of pustules about the size of a
split pea of irregular shape, raised above the surface and with
a tense epidermic wall sometimes covered with a yellow, brown
or blackish crust undermined by a purulent discharge, with a
history of scratching, and upon examination pediculosis,
scabies, and the other parasitic causes were eliminated. The
Doctor came to the conclusion that this disease was due to
infection with pus producing cocci, usually staphylococcus
pyogenes aureus or albus, and classed these cases with those
suffering from pyodermia. Another class of diseases cited
was among those admitted to the Children's Free Hospital, in
which the skin lesion was so extensive as to make one believe
that the trouble was some loathsome constitutional disease.
The parts affected were the region of the genitalia and in the
neighborhood of the uncombed hair, which isa mass of pustulo-
crustaceous eruption. The skin is reddened, excoriated and
infiltrated, which causes intense suffering to the little ones.
Removal of the crust with soap and hot water and the applica¬
tion of antiseptic washes, destroyed the pus germs and at once

brought about a change for the better. Another trouble
is furnished by men who have been to some barber shop (prob¬
ably the cleanliest) and who come, fearing they are suffering
from barber's itch. Barber's itch or tinea sycosis is caused by
the tricophyton. There is another variety of sycosis however,
which somewhat resembles barber's itch, which is due to the
invasion of pilo-sebaceous crypts with pus cocci. This variety
does not present fully the picture of the tinea sycosis, though
if it is neglected the hair follicles become sooner or later
involved, especially in the region of the upper lip. The lesions
are as a rule few in number and usually circular or oval in out¬
line. There is some tumefaction and exudation covered with
a very tenacious, brownish-yellow crust, beneath which is a

purulent discharge. That pus organisms are present is proven
by the fact that an antiseptic ointment applied after carefully
removing the crusts, rapidly cures the disease. Very often
this disease assumes the nature of a boil. The Doctor then
enumerated some cases met with in his own practice, illus¬
trating the different types of this disease, concluding with the
advice that all cases should have careful attention in treat¬
ment after the recognition of their true nature with persever¬
ance in the application of cleanliness, antisepticisrn and slight
astringency.

PUBLIC HEALTH.

The Bubonic Plague, according to a dispatch of September
22, is again on the increase in Bombay Presidency, several
Europeans having been attacked.
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Yellow Fever.—We closed our record last week with the dis¬
patches of September 27. Since then the state of affairs has
been as follows : September 28, 17 new cases were reported at
New Orleans with 2 deaths, 13 new cases at Biloxi with 1 death,
1 new case at Ocean Springs, 5 new cases at Scranton, 1 death
at Edwards, 4 suspicious cases at Clinton, 10 new cases at
Mobile and 1 death at Mitflin, Ind. The New Orleans School
Board announced an indefinite postponement of the opening of
the schools. September 29, 25 new cases were reported at
New Orleans with 4 deaths, 4 new cases at Mobile with 1
death, 24 new cases at Edwards, 2 new cases at Brownsville.
September 30, 24 new cases was the record for New Orleans,
29 new cases and 1 death at Edwards, 1 case at Algiers, 6
new cases and 1 death at Mobile, 3 new cases at Clinton, 2
new cases at McHenry, Miss., and 1 death at Biloxi. Octo¬
ber 1, the deaths at New Orleans were 2 with 30 new cases,
Mobile 7 new cases and 1 death, Edwards 19 new cases with
1 death, Biloxi 28 new cases, and McHenry 2 new cases. The
Southern Pacific announced the closing of its gulf route to
all freight traffic. October 2 there were 4 more deaths at New
Orleans and 23 new cases, Mobile 1 new case and 1 death,
St. Elmo, Ala., lease, Scranton 5 new and 3 suspicious cases.
October 3 there were at New Orleans 2 deaths and 31 new

cases, Algiers 3 new cases, Edwards 2 deaths and 14 new cases,
Nittayuma 4 cases, Mobile 4 new cases with no deaths,
Biloxi 2 deaths and 4 new cases. October 4 reports give 24
new cases at New Orleans, making the total to date at New
Orleans, 341 cases with 36 deaths, 103 recoveries and 202 still
under treatment. At Edwards 18 new cases make the total
number there 335 with 12 deaths. At Mobile 7 new cases and
1 death were recorded and 3 new cases at McHenry. The
weight of responsibility of those whose neglect caused the
present calamity is thus seen to be increasing from day to day
and will continue until frost. As we go to press, dispatches of
the 5th announce 3 more deaths at New Orleans, with 31 new

cases. This makes the total number of deaths in that city 39,
and the total number of cases 372. They also announce at
Mobile 2 deaths and 2 new cases, making a total of 15 deaths
and 95 cases.

Adulteration of Food and Drugs.—The following Circular No.
2 is sent out by the United States Department of Agriculture,
Division of Chemistry :

Washington, D. C, Sept. 17,1897.
Dear Sir :—Under authority of Congress, the Department

of Agriculture is investigating the extent and character of food
and drug adulterations, and is desirous of securing all the
information possible on the subject. Having been appointed
special agent to inquire into and report upon this matter, the
undersigned writes to request that you kindly furnish the
Department (under the inclosed franks) all the information
you have in regard to adulterations, together with any sugges¬
tions as to the best remedy for the evil.

1. Do you know of any new adulterant? If yes, state what,
and how used.

2. Would a national food and drug law assist in preventing
adulteration?

3. Would uniform food, drug and pharmaceutic laws tend to
promote efficiency and purity?

4. Please suggest what would best promote the interests of
consumers and legitimate manufacturers and dealers.

5. What is your opinion as to the extent of damage done
legitimate business by imitation of brands, packages, etc.?

6. To what extent do sophistication, misbranding and inju¬
rious adulteration exist?

7. Have State laws aided in preventing adulteration? To
what extent?

8. Would a national law assist State officials in properly
executing local laws?

9. Have adulteration, sophistication and misbranding in¬
creased or decreased?

Prompt replies to the above, together with any other infor¬
mation or suggestions, will be highly appreciated.

Yours respectfully, A. J. Wedderburn,
Approved : Special Agent.

James Wilson, Secretary.

NECROLOGY.
James T. Sothoron, M.D., Washington, D. C, September

27. Dr. Sothoron was born near Charlotte Hall, Md., July 9,
1842. His ancestors came over from England with Lord Balti¬
more and were among the first substantial settlers in Maryland.
In 1858 he entered the academic department of Georgetown
University, where he remained as a student until the begin¬
ning of the Civil War. In 1862 he became a tutor. He
matriculated in 1863 in the Medical Department of Geogetown
University, and continued his studies in medicine. While a
student he was appointed medical cadet of the United States
army, served as such in Campbell Hospital, in the District,
and was graduated in 1865. He was one of the original organ¬
izers of the Episcopal Church Orphange of Washington and
one of the trustees. He was also one of the petitioners for
the organization of Garfield Hospital, was a member of the
Washington Microscopical Society and a member of the third
Congress of American Physicians and Surgeons. He was also
connected with the District Medical Society, Medical Associ¬
ation of the District and the American Medical Association,
and was a member and delegate of the Central Board of
Managers of the Associated Charities of the District and also
a delegate and member of the ninth International Medical
Congress.

Wilbur H. Booth, M.D., Yale, 1874, of CJtica, N. Y., at the
Murray Hill Hotel, New York City, September 25, aged 45
years. He was on a pleasure trip with his wife when taken
seriously ill.

Charles Thomas Ryan, M.D., Bellevue, New York City,
1869, October 1. He never practiced medicine, having become
proprietor of a well-known bath establishment in New York,
where he died of chronic nephritis.

Alexander R. Day, M.D., St. Paul, Minn., September 24,
aged 29 years.-John E. Jenkins, M.D., Charleston, 111.,
September 25.-A, S. Lovelace, M.D., San Francisco, Sep¬
tember 23, aged 42 years.-James B. McCullough, M.D.,
Steubenville, Ohio, September 24, aged 65 years.-Alexander
Mullen, M.D., St. Louis, September 22, aged 80 years.- 
James G. Nolan, M.D., Toledo, Ohio, September 23, aged 71,
professor of nervous and mental diseases, Toledo Med. Col.
-Alonzo J. Phelps, M.D., Nittayuma, Miss., September
28.-Louis N. Pittwood, M.D,, Watseka, 111., September 29,
aged 67 years.-Robert G. Rankin, M.D., Baltimore, Sep¬
tember 26, aged 71 years.-William Rickert, M. D., Septem¬
ber 22, aged 42 years.-G. R. Ricketts, M. D., Proctorville,
Ohio, September 20, aged 40 years.-F. L. Thompson, M.D.,
Cleveland, September 21, aged 55.-Dr. Joseph Brasseur,
managing editor of the Gazette Médicale de Liege, former pres¬
ident of Liege Medical Federation and Liege Medical Circle
and honorary president of the Chambre Syndicate de l'Ouest,
September 18, aged 57 years.-Samuel J. Craig, M.D., Col¬
lege Physicians and Surgeons, New York, 1895, at his father's
home in Brooklyn, N. Y., September 29, aged 25 years.

Report of the Board of Health of the State of Alabama for the
year 1895. Paper, 214 pages. Montgomery : Roemer Print-
ing Co., 1896.
This report comes out a year late owing to various delays,

and is arranged under the following main divisions : "Pro-
ceedings and Recommendations," "Reports of the County
Boards," "Statistic Reports." The latter division is replete
with tables of facts relating to the vital statistics of the State.
Annual Report of the City Physician for the Hospital and Board of

Health Department of Kansas City, Mo., for the fiscal year
ending April 19, 1897. Paper, 68 pages. Kansas City. 1897.
This volume contains reports of the Board of Health, City

Physician, City Hospital, Dispensary, Garbage and Sanitary
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